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Budget Priority:  Funding for Home and Community Based Services
Community Care Services Program (CCSP) provides the option of remaining in their homes or community to older Georgians and individuals with physical disabilities who are eligible for nursing home care.  CCSP Medicaid services include:  Adult Day Health, Alternative Living Services, Emergency Response Services, Home Delivered Meals, Home Delivered Services, Personal Support Services, and Out-of-Home Respite Care.  SFY 2010 data shows that CCSP services delay more costly nursing home placement by an average of 48 months, supporting consumer choice to remain in the community. The CCSP average Medicaid expenditure per consumer of $8,569 is $19,917 less than the nursing facility Medicaid cost.  
Non-Medicaid Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) provide supportive services to older adults, their caregivers and families, to enable them to remain at home and manage their care, promoting health, independence and self-reliance.  HCBS programs target persons 60 years of age or older who are in the greatest social and economic need, and most are in their mid to late seventies.  The program includes Home Delivered Meals, Transportation, Respite Care, Adult Day Care, Homemaker Services, Personal Care Services, Senior Center Meals/Programs, Wellness Program Services and Minor Home Repairs.  
Further reduction in state funding for these critical services will result in older adults being placed on growing waiting lists and premature institutionalization of many at a significant cost to the state.  
Budget Priority:  Increase Personal Needs Allowance for Nursing Home Medicaid Recipients

In 2006, the Georgia General Assembly increased the personal needs allowance from $30 to $50 for residents of nursing homes. The Personal Needs Allowance has an important role in assisting residents to meet incidental and other needs that contribute to their quality of life such as paying for glasses, dentures, hearing aids, snacks, haircuts, supplemental health insurance, burial insurance and clothing. 

In addition to these needs,  the increased Personal Needs Allowance makes it possible for nursing home residents to participate in some of the little things of life that give each of us pleasure, such as affording not only the cost of a birthday card for a loved one, but also the postage to send it.  Without an automatic cost of living feature to the Personal Needs Allowance, it does not keep up with rising prices, and periodic increases are larger than they would be incrementally. 
Residents of personal care homes who are eligible for Community Care Services through the Medicaid program, are permitted to keep at least $95 of their monthly income and VA residents keep at least $90.00 per month.  This disparity between Medicaid programs places nursing home residents at the bottom of the ladder for basic supplemental assistance.  Adding a cost of living feature to the Personal Needs Allowance would help nursing home residents be more on par with other long-term care residents.

States have the option to subsidize the personal needs allowance.  Some states provide for automatic annual increases based on Social Security cost of living increases or the Consumer Price Index. (CT, IA).    An appropriation for a cost of living increase to the Personal Needs Allowance would permit approximately 35,000 Medicaid nursing home residents to keep slightly more of their income each year.  

Legislative Priority:  Department of Aging
 As stated in the Georgia Council on Aging’s Georgia for a Lifetime Interim Report, “While the total population 
in Georgia is expected to grow by 46 percent between 2000 and 2030, the older adult population will grow by 
over 140 percent, the ninth highest increase in the nation. This change affects state and local budgets, development patterns, transportation spending, healthcare services, parks and recreation — almost every facet of community 
life. It also offers Georgia, its cities and counties and the private sector tremendous opportunities and some 
potential challenges.”

The 2009 reorganization of the Department of Human Resources kept the Division of Aging Services in the Department of Human Services (DHS) as the only division that does not focus on children’s services.  As a 
result, the needs and concerns of the burgeoning older adult population are often overshadowed by the 
divisions that serve children.  

The Facts:

· By 2025 the number of Georgians over age 65 will increase 77% 
· By 2030, one in four people in Georgia will be over the age of 55
· Four of Georgia’s counties have a pre-senior population that ranks in the top twenty nationally in terms of growth.

This legislation would transform the Division of Aging Services into a separate Department of Aging as the hub

for identifying opportunities to utilize the talents of older adults and for administering programs and services.

Legislative Priority:  Regional Transportation Governance

Transportation is one of the most frequently requested and most necessary services for older adults as well as other transportation disadvantaged populations.  It has been deemed to be in the top five issues facing older Georgians, according to a survey conducted by Georgia Department of Human Resources (DHR) Division of Aging Services (DAS).  With the increase in Georgia’s aging population and persons with disabilities, transportation needs are growing rapidly. 
Due to the myriad transportation entities, roles and responsibilities, in 2010 Georgia established a Transportation Governance Study Commission under the Governor’s leadership.  The Commission has been looking at transportation issues and is seeking to identify the merits of establishing regional governance entities.  
Various governance models exist across the country and were developed specifically for coordinating transit services.  The Georgia Coordinating Council legislation was based on models found in Florida and North Carolina legislation, where coordinated transportation has been a reality for several years. The Kansas Department of Transportation has also passed a model for regional transit coordination.
The Preliminary Report of the Joint Transit Governance Study Commission has just been published and presented to the Governor and Legislature.  
It is anticipated that there will be a recommendation for state legislation to create Regional Transit Governance entities.  Among other transportation projects and improvements, this will likely bring forth opportunities to better serve transit-disadvantaged individuals, including older adults. 
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